     


  PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP


     

  REGULAR MEETING

                             December 12, 2011
Plymouth Township Council held its Workshop Meeting at the Plymouth Township Building. The following officials were in attendance:


  Council:   
Vince Gillen -------------- Chairman

         
Maria Weidinger ----------- Vice-Chairman 
            Dean Eisenberger

            Mary Lou Readinger

            Sheldon Simpson 

Staff:      
Karen Weiss ----------------- Manager

               Michael Clarke -------------- Solicitor

               Michele Mintz --------------- Solicitor’s Office

               Tim Creelman ---------------- Finance Director

               Russ Benner ----------------- T & M Associates 
                 Joe Lawrence ---------------- Chief of Police


Pledge of Allegiance – The Regular Meeting was called to order by Mr. Gillen at 7:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Public Comment  

  Mr. Gillen asked if there was any public comment pertaining to any of   the items advertised on the agenda and there was none.
ANNOUNCEMENT - Executive Session held November 21, 2011

               Executive Session held December 5, 2011
Mr. Gillen announced that Council held Executive Sessions on November 21st and December 5th in order to discuss litigation and personnel matters.   
APPPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairman Gillen called for the approval of   the minutes.
     a. Workshop Meeting                      November 9, 2011  
     b. Regular Meeting                       November 14, 2011
     c. Budget Meeting                        November 17, 2011

     d. Budget Meeting                        November 21, 2011

  Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the minutes without the         necessity of reading. The motion was seconded by Ms. Readinger; a      roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr.            Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger   in favor. 

  APPROVAL OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND BILLS: Chairman Gillen         called for the approval of the departmental reports and bills.
  Ms. Weidinger Made a motion to approve the departmental reports and    bills and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken and   the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms.            Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
                        

    ADMINISTRATION 
a.2012 Budget Ordinance – First and Final Consideration – ACTION –
Mr. Clarke read the ordinance pursuant to Section 702.D of the Home Rule Charter adopting the Operating and Capital Budgets, Revenues and Expenses for the fiscal year 2012 and levying a Real Estate Tax on all property within the Township for the Fiscal Year 2012 at the rate of 1.6 mils on each dollar of assessed valuation, or the sum of sixteen (16) cents on each one hundred dollars of assessed valuation. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the ordinance and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger  in favor. 
b.Sewer District Ordinance – First Consideration – Mr. Clarke read the ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of Plymouth Township, Part II, Chapter 23, Water, Sewers and Sewage Disposal, Section 23-16 Districts-Created;Boundaries and Section 23-43, Rates and Charges. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the ordinance for first consideration and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
c.Audit of Standard Phone Lines – Mr. Simpson stated that Council is in receipt of a memo from Tim Creelman, the Finance Director regarding the Township’s standard phone lines. Several years ago the Township switched to an internet based computer phone system. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve a phone audit from Century  Communications to review the standard phone lines with no initial cost to the Township. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
d.Alternate Natural Gas Supplier – - Mr. Clarke read a resolution whereas Plymouth Township Council authorizes the Township Manager to accept a locked in price for natural gas for the Township buildings and facilities that will be in effect for a definitive period of time. Mr. Simpson made a motion to authorize the manager to accept a quote for natural gas for the Township buildings. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  

e.Tax Settlement – Ms. Readinger made a motion to approve the tax settlement for Fameco Real Estate, L.P. in the amount of $16,896.36 which represents the tax due and interest. They have asked for a waiver of the penalty. The motion was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
           
 POLICE/PUBLIC SAFETY
a.Stop Sign Ordinance – First and Final Consideration – ACTION – - Mr. Clarke read the ordinance for the establishment of a multi-way stop sign at the intersection of Camelot Drive and Gawain Road. Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the ordinance for first and final consideration. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
b.Limited Parking on School Lane Ordinance – Mr. Clarke read the ordinance establishing limited parking in the parking space closest to Ridge Pike on the Southeast side of School Lane, to one hour during the hours of 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the ordinance and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
                 
                     PUBLIC WORKS/SEWER
a.Sewer Connection Fee Waiver – Mr. Gillen reported that this item pertains to a request from Mr. and Mrs. McCreary who are requesting a waiver of the Township portion of the sewer connection fee pertaining to the Narcissa Road Sewer Project. Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the waiver request and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.

b.Pump Station Maintenance – MAB Environmental Services Agreement – Due to the sale of American Water Services to MAB Environmental Services effective January 1, 2012, Mr. Gillen made a motion to accept the Novation Agreement naming MAB Environmental Services as the Township’s pump station maintenance contractor effective January 1, 2012. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  


                        ENGINEERING
             SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 
                 SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

a.2750 Narcissa Road extension requested to March 8, 2012 – ACTION- Mr. Gillen made a motion to grant the extension request and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
b.Antioch Church extension requested to March 31, 2012- ACTION – Ms. Readinger made a motion to grant the extension request and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
c.Metroplex Phase 3 extension requested to December 31, 2013 – ACTION- Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to grant the extension request and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
                 

             CODE ENFORCEMENT/HEALTH
a.Repeal of Ordinance 1557 – First and Final Consideration – ACTION – Mr. Clarke read the ordinance repealing Ordinance No. 1557, providing regulations for the use of alternative energy systems in Plymouth Township. Plymouth Township Council does hereby enact and ordain the following. Ordinance No. 1557, adopted on May 9, 2011 providing regulations for the use of alternative energy systems in Plymouth Township is repealed, ordained and enacted by the Council of Plymouth Township this 12th day of December, 2011.   Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the ordinance for first and final consideration. The motion was seconded by Mr. Simpson; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 4-1 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. Ms. Readinger was opposed. 
____________________________________________________________                
                          ZONING 
a.Zoning Hearings –  Ms. Weidinger announced that the Zoning Hearing Board of Plymouth Township will hold a public hearing on Monday, December 19, 2011, commencing at 7:00 p.m., in the Plymouth Township Building, 700 Belvoir Road, Plymouth Meeting, PA  19462 on the following applications: 1) NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC D/B/A AT & T MOBILITY, 2) PR PLYMOUTH MEETING LIMITED PARTNERSHIP AND PLYMOUTH GROUND ASSOCIATES, L.P. C/O PREIT SERVICES, LLC AND 3) EQUITABLE OWNER PRIME HOTELS, INC. (PREFERRED UNLIMITED). Any citizen of Plymouth Township or interested person may attend the public hearing and have an opportunity to be heard. 
                                 
                    PARKS AND RECREATION
a.Notice of Intent to Award Fitness Center Bid – Ms. Weidinger reported that on December 9, 2011, bids were opened for the Greater Plymouth Community Center Expansion Project. The apparent low bidder is F.W. Houder, Inc. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to issue a notice of intent to award the expansion project to F.W. Houder. The motion was seconded by Mr. Simpson; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 4-1 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. Ms. Readinger was opposed.    
Jenny DeHuff, reporter for the Times Herald asked for the spelling of the contractor’s name which was provided. 
                     

                  PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT


                  MISCELLANEOUS/OLD BUSINESS
a. Citizen Board Vacancies – Ms. Weiss stated that there are three openings on the Township Citizen Boards as follows: 1) Property Maintenance Code Appeals Board – no pre-requisite background required, 2) Building Code Appeals Board – applicant must have a background in plumbing and 3) Planning Agency – no pre-requisite background required. 
_____________________________________________________
                     AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

                       ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Workshop Meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Jamison 

Recording Secretary     


